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WESTPORT — A Fall River man is accused of obtaining building permits in several communities by falsely claiming to work for a Westport company.
Dinarte "Dean" Macedo, 34, of 16 Hutton St., Fall River, owner of Cambrooke Roofing, was arrested Thursday by Westport police and charged with five counts of identity fraud, police said.
Macedo did not have a contractor's license or worker compensation insurance, which were necessary to get the permits.
So he allegedly told building officials in New Bedford and other area communities that he was pulling the permits on behalf of Roland Hebert Inc., located at 595 Gifford Road in Westport, police said.
"He would never have been able to get (the permits), so he falsified the permits, saying it was a Hebert job," said Detective Jeff Majewski, a police spokesman. Macedo had previously worked for Hebert as a sub-contractor and had at that time obtained license and worker compensation information from one of the company's co-owners, Paul Hebert. Macedo later fraudulently used the information to pull permits, Majewski said.
The scheme came to light as the result of an accident.
Macedo had applied for and received a building permit in New Bedford by falsely naming Hebert construction as the contractor, according to the police. Three days into the roofing job, a worker fell from the roof of a three-story John Street home, injured himself and filed an insurance claim.
Since Hebert had no knowledge of the project, an investigator for the state Department of Industrial Accidents worked with Westport police and determined it was a case of identity fraud, police said.
Macedo also applied for building permits in Somerset, Swansea, Fall River and Tiverton, R.I., through the same alleged fraud. Many of these offenses came to light when homeowners called Hebert to complain that Macedo had done a poor job, according to police.
Westport police are asking that anyone with additional information related to Macedo using the name of Hebert Construction to call the detective division at (508) 636-1122.
Identity fraud is punishable by a fine of up to $5,000 and up to 2½ years imprisonment or both
